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Welcome ! 
 

 

We hope you enjoy the Spring 2018 newsletter for the Library.   

The Library is lucky enough to introduce you to two new  

librarians who really enjoy helping people.  We also have a good number  

of new DVDs & books for you to enjoy.  Also have you ever wondered  

what free smartphone apps are out there for students?   

We cover those in this issue. 

 

We hope you have a successful semester!  

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

Shannon N. Pohrte Wenzel 
Director of Library Services 

swenzel@stfrancis.edu / 815-740-5061 
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Do you have your official USF ID card? 

 

Did you know that your USF ID card is your library 

card?  

It also entitles you to discounts at museums, theaters, 

sporting events, etc. that have special rates for 

students. 
   

 

If you don’t have an ID card yet, please visit Campus 

Security at Tower Hall, TG-20. 

But first, complete the Photo ID request form. 

Go to: 

- MyUSF Portal 

- Click Departments 

- Click Safety and Security 

- Photo ID Request Form 

When Security receives your request, they’ll be ready 

to take your photo and issue your ID card. 

 

 

Don’t miss out on your 

Student Discounts! 



Brigitte Bell 
Library Reference & Instruction Manager  

 

 

Helpful Free Smartphone Apps for USF Students 
 

 

As students, it’s important for you to be aware of all the great resources available at your fingertips; and what bet-

ter medium to showcase than something that is quite literally always at your fingertips - your smartphone! 

The following are some free apps available for both Apple and Android devices which will help busy, hard-

working USF students in all aspects of your lives - whether it be school, home, or entertainment. 

I can honestly recommend all of these apps because I use many of them myself - I hope you find them helpful, 

too! Shoot me an email at bbell@stfrancis.edu and let me know what you think. 

*** 

Dictionary.com 

Rushing to finish a paper and can’t remember how a word is spelled? Download this free app and have the whole 

English dictionary at your fingertips. 

 

Headspace 

Headspace is a guided meditation app that offers short exercises on breathing, focus, and relaxation. A really 

helpful resource on those particularly stressful days! 

 

Khan Academy 

The Khan Academy app allows you to learn almost anything – for free! Brush up on your skills in math, science, 

history, economics (and more) using videos, articles, and interactive exercises. 

 

Mint.com 

When you’re a hard working student and you’re on a budget, every penny counts! Use this helpful app to manage 

your finances – get reminders on bill due dates, plan your budget, and analyze your spending habits.  

 

TED 

Entertaining as well as educational, the TED app offers you informative talks on almost any subject you could 

think of.  

 

Wunderlist 

If you’re like me and you’re constantly making to-do lists, a task organizing app like Wunderlist can be a lifesav-

er! Create reminders for yourself and enjoy that feeling of satisfaction as you check things off. 
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Gloria Hendrickson 
Library Archives & Catalog Manager     

                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve got some great new books and DVDs available in the Brown Library! Make sure to have a valid 

USF photo ID so you can check them out. 

 

 

 

CATHOLICISM: The Pivotal Players is a multi-part film series that 

illumines a handful of saints, artists, mystics, and scholars who not on-

ly shaped the life of the Church but changed the course of civilization. 

In The Catholic Calumet, historian Tracy Neal Leavelle examines in-

teractions between Jesuits and Algonquian-speaking peoples of the 

upper Great Lakes and Illinois country, including the Illinois and Otta-

was, in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  

In The Prophets: Messengers of God’s Mercy, Thomas Smith provides 

an overview and explanation of the prophets in these ten videos.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Voltaire left his mark on almost every branch of literature, produc-

ing essays, stories, plays, tracts, history, poetry, novels. In his writ-

ings the eruptive eighteenth century found a clarion voice that shook 

the thrones of princes and prelates. The Portable Voltaire collection 

encompasses a varied representation of his most enduring and vital 

works.  

Before she knows it she is enrolled in a correspondence course with 

a mysterious philosopher. Thus begins Jostein Gaarder's unique nov-

el Sophie’s World, which is not only a mystery, but also a complete 

and entertaining history of philosophy. 

            



New Items Continued 
 

 

 

In The Home that was Our Country, Alia Malek weaves a lyrical narrative 

around the history of her family's apartment building in the heart of Damas-

cus, the many lives that crossed in the stairwell, and how the fates of her 

neighbors reflect the fate of her country. 

They battled alongside men, and yet, after the victory, their efforts and sac-

rifices were forgotten. Alexievich traveled thousands of miles and visited 

more than a hundred towns to record these women’s stories in her book The 

Unwomanly Face of War. 

 

Ken Burns and Lynn Novick’s ten-part, 18-hour documentary series, THE 

VIETNAM WAR, tells the epic story of one of the most consequential, di-

visive, and controversial events in American history. The series explores the 

human dimensions of the war through revelatory testimony of nearly 80 

witnesses from all sides—Americans who fought in the war and others who 

opposed it, as well as combatants and civilians from North and South Vietnam. 

  

 

 

 

Could all or part of our taken-as-established scientific conclusions, theories, 

experimental data, ontological commitments, and so forth have been signif-

icantly different? Science as It Could Have Been focuses on a crucial issue 

that contemporary science studies have often neglected: the issue of contin-

gency within science. 

 

The third edition of Scientific Papers and Presentations applies traditional 

principles to today's modern techniques and the changing needs of up-and-

coming academia. Topics include designing visual aids, writing first drafts, 

reviewing and revising, communicating clearly and concisely, adhering to stylistic principles, presenting 

data in tables and figures, dealing with ethical and legal issues, and relating science to the lay audience. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to Our New Librarians! 

 

 

Elizabeth Neill is delighted to be here at St. Francis University. Elizabeth 

always hates her hair but always enjoys reading and has a book and enter-

tainment blog, bookinbeat.blogspot.com. Some books she read this year in-

clude Stephen Greenblatt’s Will in the World, Ausma Zehanat Khan’s The 

Unquiet Dead, and Rainbow Rowell’s Eleanor and Park. She belongs to a 

book group and a chapter of Toastmasters International. 

Her interests include genealogy, Irish literature and history, architectural 

history, period dramas like Victoria (in fact, she’s a big fan of Rufus Sew-

ell), and walking her two dogs, Sammy the shih tzu, and Sophia, the insane 

cocker spaniel. You can often find her hanging out on Facebook or retweet-

ing something from Book Riot or BrainPickings. 

Elizabeth’s professional interests include library marketing, library instruc-

tion, and readers advisory. She’d love it if you pop by the Reference Desk 

and tell her about a book you’ve just read. Ask her and she’ll be delighted 

to tell you all about  the Rufus Sewell film festival she had in her DVD. 

 

 

 

 

Justin Mottier graduated from Concordia University-Chicago with a 

B.A. in Natural Sciences in 2009 and continued at Dominican Univer-

sity (River Forest) for his Masters of Library and Information Science, 

graduating in 2014. Justin is excited to expand his career in Libraries 

at USF. He also works at La Grange Library in Collection Services, 

where he processes and enters Children's and Young Adult books 

from start to finish.  

Growing up close to Chicago, he has a keen interest in Chicago histo-

ry and all varieties of architecture. When not at work, he can be found 

enjoying outdoors, cooking, and cheering the Chicago Blackhawks. 



 

STUDENT WORKER PROFILE 
 

Name: Rachael Gorecki     

 

Hometown: Lockport IL 

 

Year/Major: Sophomore, Radiation Therapy Major  

 

Career goal:  I would love to one day work at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

or Advocate Children’s Keyser Family Pediatric Cancer Center. I would really like to 

work with children since they are the most resilient and always have a positive attitude.  

 

Favorite book:  For  me it is very hard to pick a top favorite so my top two are One 

Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey and A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens.  

 

Favorite movie: One of my top movies is 50 First Dates. It has been one of my family’s favor ites ever  since I was little. 

No matter how many times I watch it, I still laugh at every joke. 

 

Favorite band/music: I do not have a favorite music genre because I listen to a mix of everything. Cur rently I am lis-

tening to Gabrielle Aplin. She is a UK singer who I found online a few years ago but recently revived my love for her music. 

 

Favorite quote:  “Be on your  guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.”  1 Cor inthians 16:13 

 

Favorite hobbies: In my free time I usually listen to music, sing, or  try to find an adventure. If I’m ever  bored I al-

ways grab my sister or best friend and go exploring.  

 

Job duties as a student worker in the library:   My job duties in the library include shelving books, checking media in 

and out, doing hourly counts, finding articles or books that are requested, answering questions from students and faculty, and 

lastly, I read the shelves to make sure the books are in order for easy accessibility.   

 

What is the most important thing you’ve learned at USF:  The most important thing I learned here at USF is every-

thing is a learning experience and that it is okay to ask for help. College is not set up for students to be able to do everything 

by his or her self. The professors, as well as other students, are here to help you reach your educational goals.  

 

What advice would you give to new students:  The advice I would give new students would be to make sure you try to 

balance your life as you see fit. Everyone has different focal points in life and college is a time to find where you want yours 

to be.  

 

What is a little known fact about you?:  Part of my family lives in a small town in Missour i near  the Mississippi Riv-

er. I also have a second home there and spend a lot of the summer there with my family, as well as, going jet skiing on my 

uncle’s lakes. 

Contact Us 
Circulation Desk 740-3690 

Reference Desk 740-5041 

Toll free 1-800-726-6500 

Email Ask-a-Librarian: 

refdesk@stfrancis.edu 

Hours 

Monday-

Thursday 

7:30 am - 10 pm 

Friday 7:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Saturday Closed 

Sunday 3 pm - 10 pm 

http://library.stfrancis.edu/ask.html

